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edging the receipt of Judge Addison's charge: "No argument/' wrote Marshall, "can moderate the leaders of the opposition. . . . However I may regret the passage of one of the acts complained of [Sedition Law] I am firmly persuaded that the tempest has not been raised by them. Its cause lies much deeper and is not easily to be removed. Had they [Alien and Sedition Laws] never been passed, other measures would have been selected. An act operating on the press in any manner, affords to its opposers arguments which so captivate the public ear, which so mislead the public mind that the efforts of reason5' are unavailing.
Marshall tells Washington that "the debates were long and animated" upon the Virginia Resolutions "which were substantiated by a majority of twenty-nine." He says that "sentiments were declared and . . . views were developed of a very serious and alarming extent. . . . There are men who will hold power by any means rather than not hold it; and who would prefer a dissolution of the union to a continuance of an administration not of their own party. They will risk all ills . . . rather than permit that happiness which is dispensed by other hands than their own/5
He is not sure, he says, of being elected; but adds, perhaps sarcastically, that "whatever the issue . . . may be I shall neither reproach myself, nor those at whose instance I have become a candidate, for the step I have taken. The exertions against me by " men in Virginia "and even from other states" are more "active and malignant than personal consid-